This study, which deals with Human Rights situation in Iraq and Kurdistan Region during the last three decades, aims to discuss and analyze certain Human Rights issues, including civil, political and cultural rights as stipulated in the current Iraqi Constitution and reflected under the present political circumstances, making specific short references to Human Rights Education. As a descriptive analytical study, clear integrated legal and political materials are used to draw particular realistic conclusions about violations of Human Rights, as well as the contradictions between the content of the Constitution and what is happening within political developments' process on the ground. In this regard, it seems that severe difficulties and serious challenges have reduced the capacity of Iraq and Kurdistan Region from building an efficient system for Human Rights which is able to enhance Human Rights issues and support Human Rights Education.
Introduction
Although Iraq was one of the signatories of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights adopted by the UN General Assembly on 10 December 1948, the country experienced a long story regarding violations of Human Rights issues during Saddam Hussein's isolated regime, particularly in the 1980s and 1990s
1 . Yet, until the end of the regime in 2003, there were no initiatives to increase awareness of Human Rights through any research ac-tivities, active learning or training. In fact, Saddam Hussein's policy was not only to violate Human Rights, but also to deprive people from their basic rights, along with the right to live; as persecution and killing became the most common feature of the regime 2 . While in the beginning of the 1990s Kurdistan Region-Iraq was created as a semi-independent political entity, after 2003 Human Rights issues turned to a popular slogan as a more urgent question than ever to be considered seriously; and since then Human Rights Education has become a pressing demand to be addressed officially by educational authorities, including different schools and universities in both public and private sectors 3 . Presently, Human Rights subject is taught as a separate module in all Iraqi schools and universities. However, as Iraq still suffers from many internal security problems, it does not seem that the country would be able to enhance Human Rights Education and make teachers, schools and even universities capable to deliver the task properly, towards promoting Human Rights Education and subsequent awareness.
Hence, it is crucial to encourage international cooperation through partnership projects with the Iraqi and Kurdistan educational institutions to support Human Rights Education process and enhance legal and political aspects of Human Rights issue; and likewise to set up special relating training courses in the country not only for students, but also for members of different governmental and nongovernmental institutions. In this direction, Salahaddin University in Erbil intends to work with a number of specialized international institutions not only to promote Human Rights culture, enhance Human Rights Education and develop a module for teaching Human Rights within schools and university curricula, but also to train a number of its academic staff on how to teach Human Rights at the university level, particularly to students of Law, Political Science and Education Faculties. For instance, three Iraqi universities, along with Salahaddin University through its Faculty of Law & Politics, have been involved in an international partnership project with the International Human Rights Law Institute at the College of Law of the University of DePaul in Chicago, USA. This four-year project that started in 2009-2010, aims at supporting Human Rights, democracy and rule of law. Yet, there is an ongoing strategy by Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) for the promotion of Human Rights that also contributes to the Human Rights awareness and empowering women.
From above points of view, this study, which deals with Human Rights situation in Iraq and Kurdistan Region during the last three decades, is important and it would be imperative for Iraqi Academics to publish relevant papers and participate in international events. Towards this direction, the study aims to discuss and analyze certain Human Rights issues, including civil, political and cultural rights and public freedoms; and then the study relates such issues to what has been stipulated in the Iraqi current Permanent Constitution of 2005, looking at the reflections of the relating international laws and constitutional principles on one hand and the current political circumstances in Iraq and Kurdistan Region on the other hand. Meanwhile, specific short references are made to Human Rights Education in the country.
As a descriptive analytical study, specific integrated legal and political materials are used to draw clear realistic conclusions about violations of Human Rights in the country, as well as the contradictions between the content of the Constitution and what is in reality happening on the ground within inevitable processes of the political developments. In this regard, it seems from the study that severe difficulties and serious challenges have reduced the capacity of Iraq and Kurdistan Region from building and developing an efficient system for Human Rights which is able to enhance Human Rights issues and support Human Rights Education and higher public awareness.
In this respect, the overall objective of the study is to tackle Human Rights situation in Iraq and Kurdistan Region to explore subsequent violations of Human Rights by the Iraqi governments, particularly under Saddam Hussein's leadership, showing how seriously most Human Rights issues have been violated. Within this general objective, the study attempts to make short references to Human Rights Education in the country during the same periods of time. Accordingly, the study divides its arguments and relating analysis into four sections to deal with the following sub-topics in relation to: 1) Human Rights' situation in Iraq before and after 2003; 2) Human Rights' issues in the current Iraqi permanent constitution; 3) Human Rights prospects under present political reality in Iraq and Kurdistan Region; and 4) Human Rights Education and related official initiatives by Iraqi educational authorities. Finally, the study will be ended with further discussions, drawing specific conclusions about violations of Human Rights in Iraq and Kurdistan Region; to the extent that Iraq had during the 1980s and 1990s committed severe crimes against humanity, embracing "genocide" against the Kurdish people.
Human Rights Situation before and after 2003
The period between . In this connection, Professor (Bassiouni, 2004: 16-22) classifies the crimes that were committed by the Iraqi regime under Saddam Hussein and Ba'ath leadership, into two categories:
Firstly, Crimes committed against the people of Iraq that included killing of more than 300,000 civilians without any legal justification and this number represents 6% of the total number of adult population of Iraq. These large crimes, which include torture, detention, displacement, confiscation of properties, deprivation from the citizenship and even rape, were not only against the Iraqi laws, but also exceeded all international standards for the protection of Human Rights and in particular articles 1, 2, 4, 5 of the . All along, in 1988, Iraq mounted a massive chemical attack against the Kurdish town of Halabja, killing approximately 5000 civilians and injured over than 10,000, most of them were women and children.
In this respect, Article 2 of "the 1949 United Nations Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide" defines Genocide as any acts of: "1) Killing members of the group; 2) Causing serious bodily or mental harm to members of the group; 3) Deliberately inflicting on the group conditions of life calculated to bring about its physical destruction in whole or in part; 4) Imposing measures intended to prevent births within the group; and 5) Forcibly transferring children of the group to another group". And, according to Article 3 of the same Convention, the following acts are punishable: "1) Genocide; 2) Conspiracy to commit genocide; 3) Direct and public incitement to commit genocide; 4) Attempt to commit genocide; and 5) Complicity in genocide"
12 . With regard to the status of women during this period, it is clear that there was a large variation in the legal protection between the sexes in the Iraqi Legislation. For example, according to the Iraqi Personal Status Law of 1959, women (even she might be a university professor) were prevented from traveling abroad without the companion of her husband or a mahram. Women's rights were disregarded in many other laws and regulations, including the Iraqi Civil Law of 1951, Iraqi Penal Code No. 111 of 1969; also in the public Service Act and the Law of the judicial Institute. Always, like other Iraqi individuals, women had also suffered from torture and ill-treatment. In its 2001 report, the Amnesty International refers to the vulnerability of women to torture and ill-treatment and extrajudicial executions (Al-Fadhal, 2004: 159) .
There have been significant legal and political developments in Iraq after the fall of the former Iraqi regime in April 9, 2003; especially after the dissolution of institutions of Ba'ath ruling party, including Army, Intelligence, and Security Police. These developments followed by the establishment of a democratic government that supposed to respect human dignity and protect citizen rights and freedoms; to the effect that the collapse of previous regime brought a good opportunity to redefine the relationship between the citizens and the state that witnessed dramatic changes towards a better citizens' legal status as a great transformation in favor of the citizens' rights and freedoms (Hussein, 2010) . In the first step the Interim Governing Council was selected by which the State Administration Law for Transitional Period, called "Temporal Administrative Law" (TAL) was issued in 2004 that found certain bases in the Iraqi Permanent Constitution. Then, in the second step a democratic elections was carried out to choose 250 members of the Iraqi National Assembly that acted under the Interim Constitution (TAL) and drafted a new constitution in 2005 as the Permanent Constitution of the Federal Republic of Iraq 13 .
Human Rights Issues in the Current Iraqi Permanent Constitution
The Permanent Constitution of the Federal Republic of Iraq that was approved by an official referendum con- To activate and guarantee these rights, the Constitutional Legislator has added Article 46, which states: "Restricting or limiting the practice of any of the rights or liberties stipulated in this Constitution is prohibited, except by a law or on the basis of a law, and insofar as that limitation or restriction does not violate the essence of the right or freedom". In parallel to these constitutional articles and in order to ensure these rights and their applications on the ground, the Constitutional Legislator initiated in Article 102 to set up special independent constitutional bodies; namely, the High Commission for Human Rights, the Independent Electoral Commission, and the Commission on Public Integrity.
Human Rights Prospects under Present Political Circumstances
It seems from the previous section of this study that the "natural rights" and "civil liberties", made up of the major aspects of Human Rights, have been ideally (at least in principle) integrated in the Iraqi Permanent Constitution and supposed to be converted into the subsequent political process to protect individuals from their government as well as to offer facilities for the provision of such rights and liberties; so that the government would be prevented from abusing its power 15 . However, in reality, the actual existing current political circumstances show little implementation of the indicated ideal constitutional articles on the ground, particularly the political process has not been stabilized due to the lack of security in general and the failure of the main components of the Iraqi society (the Kurds, Shias and Sunnis) to agree on defined national goals and objectives of the country in particular.
In contrast to what has been said about such ideal constitutional articles from which each Iraqi component expects fair and equal contributions in ruling the country and benefiting from its wide range natural resources that bring a larger financial income, it seems that certain politicians and political parties intend to use the Constitution to seize power and control the major means of coercion, including the Army; instead of the "Power Sharing" principle agreed on to be the foundation for the "New Iraq". With this point of view, it can be said that the current political process holds severe difficulties that have reduced the capacity of Iraq in general and Kurdistan Region in particular towards the establishment effective procedures in favor of Human Rights issues. Therefore, it could be concluded from the above outlined current political reality, including the mentioned disagreement between the major components of the Iraqi society, Human Rights conditions in Iraq remained in an extremely poor situation, under which clear issues of Human Rights are violated; and consequently it would be difficult for the Federal Republic of Iraq to put the constitution in its full implementation and even to advocate for Democracy and Human Rights 16 .
Human Rights Education and the Related Official Initiatives
As (Sergio Vieira de Mello, United Nations High Commissioner of Human Rights in 2003) says, the concept and process of Human Rights Education is not limited to teaching and learning in the classrooms, but it is also related to individuals' life and experience (United Nations, 2004) . This is in addition to the fact that teaching principles of Human Rights in all stages of education shall not only alleviates the culture of violent that prevailed in many eastern and multicultural societies, including the Iraqi society at the state as well as individuals level, but also reduces extremism and terrorism of the state and individuals that shall meanwhile lead to the promotion of the spirit of tolerance, cooperation and respect for religious freedoms (Osler & Yahya, 2012) . From these prospects, it is clear that Human Rights Education has wider vital roles in empowering individuals as well as societies to be aware how to defend and respect fundamental Human Rights of all persons; men, women and children, within different nations, ethnic and religious groups in the world.
In order to activate such wider roles, which are also relevant to the role and importance of Education in general, it is imperative to direct educational policies in every country to support the related educational process that requires at least:
• Enabling schools and universities as well as their teachers to promote democratic values among yang people in the country, particularly Iraq is a multicultural society that needs special attention in this regard; and • Enhancing legal and political aspects of Human Rights in the Iraqi and Kurdish educational systems, under which schools can safeguard both children's rights and those of teachers; where the media can monitor politicians and regularly cite Human Rights. In this respect, and as the question of Human Rights Education in Iraq and Kurdistan Region is rather new, there are few official initiatives taken by Iraqi educational authorities to be referred to in this study. Although Kurdistan Region has started thinking of taking certain initiatives towards enhancement of Human Rights Education from early 1990s, there were no related attempts in the rest of Iraq until 2003 17 . Accordingly, the following short notes about Human Rights Education in Iraq and Kurdistan Region can be outlined within our final arguments of this study: 1) Inclusion of Human Rights subject in the curriculum and teaching process of basic and preparatory stages of education; and likewise in the institutions of higher education, but the latter was restricted to the Faculties of Law and Political Science only at Kurdistan universities, however the original plan was to add Human Rights subject as a separate module to the curriculum of all educational stages, including universities and higher technical institutions irrespective of their specializations;
2) Despite the fact that Human Rights subject is now taught in all schools of basic and preparatory education in Kurdistan Region, this initiative is presently facing many shortcomings, particularly the lack of specialists in the related curriculum development and methods of teaching as well as preparing teaching materials in accordance to each stages of education to the effect that the Human Rights module is considered as unimportant sub-ject, taught by non-specialist teachers and it is now merged with other subjects at Kurdistan Universities; and
3) It seems that the Iraqi Federal Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research has in 2009 decided to establish certain scientific departments for teaching Human Rights at the Faculties of Law, Political Science, Art, and Education, aiming at the development of teaching and research aspects of Human Rights. In this respect, Mosul University has recently launched a special course leading to Postgraduate Diploma in Human Rights.
Conclusions and Further Discussions
As it has been shown in the previous sections of this study, it could be clearly concluded that:
Firstly, the period of 1968-2003 was characterized by the prevalent of authoritarian policies and culture of violence in the Iraqi society, where the role of civil society organizations and a free media were absent. At the same time, there were no official educational programs for Human Rights Education to elaborate the notion of Human Rights neither at universities nor at schools. In contrast, all available efforts and energies were used to glorify the leader and his irrational policies. Clearly, the Iraqi educational policy in that period did not take into consideration any Human Rights issue, and subsequently the relating authorities did not work in any way to entrench Human Rights' culture at any level of the educational system from primary and secondary stages until the university level. It seems that even the only subject of "Public Freedoms" that used to be taught at Baghdad University in the late seventies and early eighties, was canceled later on. Alternatively, there were certain alternative teaching materials to promote the Arabic nationalist culture in the minds of students and that was based on the principles and foundations of the Arab Baath Socialist Party.
Secondly, the committed crimes by the former Iraqi regime against the people of Iraq in general and the Kurdish people in particular have widely violated the content and obligations of:
1 . The failure of the present Iraqi government to comply with the content of its current constitution could be explained due to certain related reasons; notably, the existing disadvantaged political, cultural and security situation and inter sectorial conflicts between the major Iraqi components. Finally; this unfavorable situation makes the integration of Human Rights Education in the Iraqi Educational System rather difficult; and hence there would be little opportunity for the promotion of Democracy and Human Rights as well as for the enhancement of Human Rights Education. In other words, the indicated challenges have hindered the capacity of Iraq and Kurdistan Region-Iraq from building any efficient system for Human Rights to enhance Human Rights issues in general and support Human Rights Education in particular. However the situation might be different in Kurdistan Region, where certain requirements have been met, particularly in the schools and institution of the Regional Ministry of Education, which is not as same as the Regional Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research. Iraq and Kurdistan Region urgently need a capable and efficient system for Human Rights, through which Human Rights principles could be fully applied as the basis for living together in its multicultural society that still suffer from sectarian crisis and political instability.
